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‘ 1 PATH BEYOND THE LEVEE,

’ pY . At UMMINGS,

by S S MeClure Co.
‘ NG CHAPTERS,
RYNE . reak of the Civil War love |

Flse yPAIS T Jrvers . ard the desire to help |
.'lv“'"' e o me, Charles Hradley,
g ne - sRApnS County, Loulslann, to

g aiergronnd rallroad.  Wes |
; me 4 AR v oogh the smslipos by ayoung |
ot it e ) the Coverly plantatlon
Iy V prosved that Luey was
o €1 3 A seerel love mateh fol
spite 87 . il Coverly proposed

" { retused 1o sell e to any |

o ddesperate | oagreed to
et to Sew York toarrange
for the care of any

ety

sorth, Returning home, |
o age a man, Moore,
v vty wood camp several ]
1
o8 Uj = |
|
civ i ER Y H
\ I mysalf set out to locate
Andi :
1 {1 earnald 4 compass, and we each

ourf Cotes we left at the landing,
Colvers and three days’

. ' docsed wood roads we
) vt shaping our general
g v e ith of west, our plan being 1o

then spot back on

' 1 Ll Y

! .(“- e rood We hind spotted a
ool of 1o mark our trail,
®As VeIV DeCessary s wa expected to
e eomi 4 <hiort tarns to avoid wind-

a and swanipy land
B i we left the head of the old
"‘“.‘ olling ! eh the close woods at
i Lot two miles an hour. Having

sir toiles, we halted and lett
A r provisions

4t 4 point some four miles further on we
ot the seeond (nstatiment intending to have
il and hreaklast only at the creek At
2 ok tn the af 1 tired and well seratehed
4o clock in f
«th hriers we cerived at a hittle pond about

il distant and baving a good out-
vrony the creek. This was theend of

rrev nt this section of the route,

god we prepars d o encamp for the night
U\\, ot hed onr tired limbs by the fire
ghted our pipes ar d smoked for a few minutes
fy silenoe

Moore, ~aid 1. “this is rather & desperate
g CROR UL

Capta replied he, “onr greatest danger

. . obliged 1o trust gome seoundrel

nat will rav us  Now as to the risk at this
sad of the route, it i€ smuall; once get your nig-
o and they are safe, for 1 do not think

s
« has hoeon visited by man for twenty yvears
atroichore of some persons we may he obliged
wtrist 1« o only danger, and that we must
arefillv guard against Never trist a nigger
mor vorr get him =tarted.  You perhaps may
i
avd 4 Little phitlanthropy or fome sentimental
maling thi< thing. 1 haven't. With me it 18
pisie nothing slse

| f that 1 am not quite so practical
AU Moore hut really 1 have no par-
totlar s for the master nor respect for the
yste You and 1 are practical abolitionists,

sl he .
Ve it sizes down to about that," Moore
ceverod bt it fsm't exactly the way 1 was
and in a few minutes we were fast

aaed
sl

Novt pmorning at daybreak we were up and
woving and by the time it was light enongh

planly, were at work. Both of us were
sperieneed woodsmen  and  made pretty
o proeress. Al we did was to ent off the dead
nhe 1] clear out the brosh, to form a trail
ple for foot passengers and plain to be
people not well versed in wooderaft
roe diys we had aceomplished our pur-
pree i had a path suMeiently wide for the
reenortation of onr eanoes and such other
wral as we intended to move, and were
wolt fatigued when wo returned to the

JHss
wen |
!

pelfy
feard.  We unpacked our canoes, taking
am anart to enable ns to pack them on tha
f the aid of an im-

1k of a mule, and this by ;
rovised saddie we aceamolished satisfa torily
a'elock both

tonday we started and at 9
1ok werson the hanks of Raker Cresk pnt
wether and  ready to laaneh At 5 P M.
¥ W gk With our il

viing, putting one of the hands

nares of the vard while Moore was ahsent,
it mate and all. and by 4 o'clock were
[} aeain. We built a pea a fow vards
poare and peoned the mule, leaving him a
. v of hav tor three davs and as one side of
s was on the water tront, ha need not go

\dat light the next morning we were np,
t 8 o'vlock were o Taking the small
e in tow of the other, we paddled guietly
ross the little pond into the outlet, foreed

wav throngh the overhanging branches
and in less than an hour were on the waters

the creek We ran down not over two

mes, disembarked, and prepared to carry the
arge canow across to Big Creek. The next
te0 davs we spent in elearing the road  The

mrd day wa succeeded in @etting our large
o throngh, but were ohliged to take it
part and make two trips, one with the frame
d one with the eanoe cover
In three davs more we had our large canoe
idden four miles from the mouth of the
White River  Moars waz on board a steamer
wind for Bradley's vard, and [ was onmy way
nNew Orlaans.  One thing io our undertaking
s secired, viz, a sale and secret route from
e mouth of the White River to our vard
For the navigation of the Teche and Tensas,

e conld easdy produce boats: but the manner
ross ik ot the poiat where we would
Ave the Tensas to onr big canos was vet to

In this I wanted and must
wre George Wesper's help

len davs from the time [ left thea mouth
of the White River | was on board the little
aimar st Mary bound up the Bavon Teche
ron Brashear ity

The  nest morning 1 was at Wesner's plan-
fat had bheen at home nearly two

e provided o

n

Lrorae

weeks and had a small building for a store
well ynder wit It wonld take two weeks'
] mpets the hailding

Throughont the  Attakapas country  the
Pantations were laree and the prairies rolling,

tmber scattering. Our work mmnst
ork and the dark swamps our rejuge,
fod o location at onee, secure from
ol tna coon hunter or his prowling

ond We wolpcted a large swamp  some
Wstance from the Teche A small creek made

Wit The land along the banks was low
0 the conptey for uiles around was covered

s stagnant overflow.  Twisted cypress,

aarted ks und pecans grew in luxurianes
A e ndergrowth was black and dense, In
IS swg ipon 4 small hunimoek, we lo-
‘l_u“»-i pot or rendezvous, the only oasis
s % » wilderness
\cross tha  wide streteh of prairie, but

dmile or <o frong the outer edge. was the main
Avelled road 18 Opelousas and the northern
Parishng

\ narrow bt

8 adon road

unfrequented ckirted
oad » swamp.  Between the two
A3 wern seattered patches of timber, and
Mgh t bridle and cattle paths
?‘1\1;\ miies alove the point where the White

erentered the Mississippi there was a chite

woere

vﬂ‘v: ' the  Arkansas,  this  chute !
Cdeteriined to e, as it was near the hid-
& place ir big eanoe. From the Teche
VIS Bt ot was neeessary to explore and
ata ,» o | water p ieable for our
Hipll G Al o estabiish sate places for our en- I
,\ ng wonld be by night we mnet |
V2 adngrn ling places by dav, nnd know
Now was the time to lo-
Ve e were ver gailtless. With a
tives and the pursner following,
o lttde time for deliberating or
e hrig Yevembor morning we started for
e A ( imeating with the Tensas
noa duck-shooting trip
I ' owned by a man named
Pali eross @ free negro with an old
Leanoe The old man was pad-
d e bavon looking out for his duck i
dhimtnselltheold trap “No,
! o seemns too nimeh ke sell-
bt ver boat and e has been
s, can't =ell her "thout
\
i ™e g teplivd George, "how much
Nk« w A _'M '
Gk | % vid tranafarrad onrselves
St : o decided was better than
By :‘ '\ intended
Bl 4L itk taehit is n lonesome
B« ' nd then on its
Doy " *hddding s of a planter
S Iden only by the friendly |
; .
5 o0 \ I cnvefin] note of location
rd A vl un e stream. Bvery
it cireinl serutinized. for,
e ]'L ! I bwon up the Tensas |
gl tever hefore hind we
othe, iy | 1= growth of onks or of |
T I Prast I'weernber had !

Loalthonueh clinging to |
uld distingiish ob- ’
wlwpen the rivelled
bine <ky of |
of the passing clouds |
hlack waters of the

noand we tarned into the
v chute searcely threa
v invisible from the stream.
chiange! The tangled vines

Bouth o0 T
w&'w“p‘ A nk

Sudden the

I makes an

shut out the sun’s light as we pushed our canoe
through the gloomy waters,

Here was the swamp! The chill malarial
vapors {llled the air, heavy, dense and thick.
Down through the tangled follage stroggling
ray« of Jight gleamed and shimmered on the
dark surfuce of the chute und lost themselyves
i the dense growth that lined it banks  Al«
Lhigators clustered around svery spot of sunshine,
cager to enjoy the last ray before retiring
for their short winter nap

We pushed our canos ten miles bhefore we
agaln came ot of the Tensas sunlight.  Al-
though there were foar feet of water in the
chute where < waters nnited with the Tensos,
we had to throw ourselves flat i the canos
to avoid the overbanging bushes. Fromn the
T@sas 11a opening was barely distinguishahle

Right hers was< a secure camping and hiding
dace: we marked the <pot and pushed on
Fhe catler below we bind also marked by plac-
Ing n buoy sorme ten rods below the opening.

Nooone has any idea of the intricacies of
thesn witorwivs bevoud the lovees gnless he
wltempt to noasigate then, Often
did we warder ap some well-detined conrse,
to fud i end inoan impass able swamp

Bavous de Gluee and Boeaf were disturbed
by our canos, and 1t was nearly four weeks
hefore we arrived ot Moses's landing, near which
||...|M we determined 1o strike for the Arkansas
tiver

By paths by day and secure roads by nieht-
these we must have.  There was the Red River
to eross. portages to make and msn to avold
everywhere | kept an acourate map of the
Wiy | last of Jannary found us across
the Arkansns and paddling up the White River
1 our by canos

One bright puorning we stood on the landing
at Bradiey's vard  Sueveva had been made
ties and treack laid and. with the exeception of
the rolling stock. the Under Ground Rallroad
wis oompleted from the banks of the Teche
to Bradley's vard

Moore was tu the woodawhen we arrived, and
NS Wo were pretty tired, we threw ourselves
down on the toor and slept until about dark,
when he came noand awoke us  Moore was n
silent man usaally,  buat  this  evening he
was guite talkative

“Gentlemen. " said ha, “wo have onr railroad
and there 13 no doubt plenty of work. In case
of accident the engineer and conductor will be
likely to go under; as for the passengers, the
extent of their ininries wonld be a sound tfog-
eing It we suceead we have a eold niine,
it we fall we hang, unless we are lucky enough
1o escape

This knew. and that night felt pretty
sober over it Moore's argument and reason-
ing was close and plausible. No one wonld
sispect negroes of attempting to eseape to thoe
North from a place so tar pemoverd as Attaka-
pas If they disappeared, the most that would be
dowe to recover them would he toseareh some
neighborhood and the swamps round abonut,
tor usually when they did mn away. this was
their refuge for a few weeks, When starved
out they would return to their old homes, sad-
der, wiser and much hangrier and dirtier than
hefore After receiving therr usunl 100 lashes
they  would erawl into 2ome old &!nhouse and
lin there until the first smart was over, then
stupidly return to their work

On the contrary, the ascaping negro in the hor-
der States would be followed to death or cap-
tire A white man canught near their quar-
ters must explain bis business pretty  conclu-
slvely, or the Lnnr- gunrds=, taking his case into
their hands, would escort him across the border,
the chances being that he would die en route
For thesa reasons Moore agreed with us that
the farther South we conducted our operations
the hetter

I'he next day, bidding Moore farewell, wo
commenced the return trip to Attakapns, via
. G. Rallroad

On arriving we found the store finished,
It was a small wooden building, about twenty
faer wide by forty feetlong, witha shed at-
tached .Wa began to unpack our  goods
Thers were one or two boxes the covers of
which we did not display on our counters,
these contained various disguises--stains for
the skin, false hair, wigs and complete para-
phernalia for different costumes  While away
we had shaved our faces smooth to he better
prvk‘urml

The goods unpacked, we had our opening
and trade commenced.  Business was good

CHAPTER VI

One day [ was busy trying to trade
with an Acadian for a_couple of bales of cot-
ton, when with a wild whoop a chap called
Skew Bill Sneider dashied up to the door Skew
Bill was a character.  Annunlucky blow received
when a child had twisted his neas so that |t
stood a4t an angle of forty-five degrees with his
face <henee Skew Bill

sSneider belleved himself to he a celohrated
negro hunter, although to my knowledge he
never canght or found one runaway. There
were ane or two instances on record whera it
wa= proved by court that he had been quite
suceossful In Inding other people’s mulos,
bt these matters were arranged by the Sheriff,
and, contrary to the wishes of the general public,
sSpeider had ws vet eseaped the rope

A dozen or more dogs ltv”u\\'f‘(l’ﬂ' his heels -
hound, eur, bull and mongrel, none of them,
to listen to his brag, but could smell a nigger a
mile away

Hrad!" he yvelled. “Brad'* Recognizing his
peculiar voies, I went to the door

“Whatisit”"

lhere's h - to pay at Coverly's,
best ioh ['ve had for ten veara ™

What is it, Skew?  What is jt?"

“Ch, n dozen of theold man’s best hands have
took to the swamp, an all his dorgs was pi-
zened

‘sure?” I asked.

Wall, T reckon i1t must be—the niggers is
gorne, the dogs 1= dead, and about a dozen
mules gorne, too  something up!’

My heart stood still, and it seemed as if 1
ghonld suffocate before 1 could breathe again
Wesner had been gone two days, and, unknown
to me, had ser the ball rolling.  There was no
turning back now had not suspectad that
he contemplated the step so snon, as he had <aid
nothing to me ahout it

“Sayv, vou haven't heard 'em go by vour
place, have vou?" cried Sneider
) “Of course not. If I had [ would have stopped
them ”

“You can't track ‘em by the mules, for they're
not shod, and all mules and niggers goes hare-
foot in this country,” said Bill
“Do you know who they are?”

“No the old man just sept for me ”

“Tell him 1 will come over, Bill, and join the
hunt with yvoun."

“All right, vou're a good one
my dog, with vou "

“I'll' be there withont fail,
here to tend store’

Here was busitess enough for one day. Whera
Wesner was | did not know, but 1 curmised
that his absence was connected with the stam-
pede of Coverly's negroes, and [ longed for <un-
sot, knowing well that he would not leave
the swamps by daviight. [ did not more than
half helieve that he was with the runaways

Goorge ustally rode g small ereole pony of
perbaps S0 pounds weight, but e also owned
a magnificent stallion, black asnight, and e
swiftest runner in all southwestern Loui-iana

Alter my customers wern gone [ went over
to the stables where George kept his saddle
horse. Kitty was gone.  There was no further
clue ta his absence, and [ eame baek to the stora

During the dav various people eame driving
along the road from Coverly's, all having viore
or less 1o say coneerning the tight.  About
4 o'clock that afternoon an old darky, who
was known as Hannah's Pete, enine along
Pete was an old gossip, knew evervthing and
overvhody, but was a born har, in fact, a verhal
novelist of the worst kind.  The way Pete camne
by his name was this
gress and Peto a slave
siana then, the children
free. she hought lim.

“Shakes, Massa Hradley,” old Pete woyld
say, “she flogs a poor nlgger worser than an
Oversear >

Peta was ag worthless a negro as ever drow
hreath, but he fondly imagined that the pos-
cession of him by his wifa was a fortune in
itself “Golly.” he would say, “dis chile take
goodd care of hisself, for dar’s a thousand dollars
ob Hannah's money in me an' it's too much
to risk working hard.” So he never took the

Wi

I've got tha

Bring Terror,

and leave George

by the laws of Loui-
of frees blacks were

risk

I stond in the doorway as Pete came along
and called: “Pete! Oh, Pete!”

MHe stopped.  “What's up at Coverlys, Peta’”

The old scoundrel grinned. “"Him been
whaling some ob dem Mefodist niggers of
hisn [Pete was o Baptist! and dey no done
like it, so dem scoot ™

“Where""

“T'ode swamp.’

“How many, Pete’”

‘Oh, hout 10,000 ob ‘em,” said he “Dar's Bill,
he's gorne Mose, he's gorna;  Mose's woman,
she's gorne: holf young ‘uns, dem gorne; how
many dat make?

“That's only five, Pate.”

. Lemuel Mason, de yaller feller, an’all
our ob 'em--Tom, Jack an’ Pharo
Low many dnt?”

ine,” =aid |

viah, for meoh shuah, for dar tousand
gone Luaey, she gone, dat’s all, T tink. Dat’s
tonsand, Massa Bradley. "

“I'hat’s only ten, 1'ete

“Wall, aln't dat ‘mongh? Ten niggers get
one good licking hyme by, massa.  Coverly
cateh Cem, forty hosees, hundrad mules, ten
tonsand dorgs, an' ole Skew Bill © aeider, e
gorne, too’

It was the genoral opinion that the negroes
had tuken to the swamp, and that after getting
starved ont they would return and take their
'unmhnmn' as hundreds of others had done
wlore
\,!\..r before hnd such an exodus as this
ken place erpss wore S1O000 Worth of prop-
he swamp  hink of it von Northern
wordd vour feel if you had lost
Veory

i
erty n
farmer!  How
$10.0000 111 hiorses or cattle in one night®

much, 1 think, os the ol men Coverly did the
nevt morning when he awoke and 1,.4,],1 Lim-
self 1ins ten negroes

Of course, [ knew that he would neser azain
ser his property here Were  provisions
epongh 10 List ten persons three months at
our detot We hud hard bread, coftee, sugar,
ten, sult beel, dried beot, pork, tish
apples Fhere were al-o a tew boxes of ¢ nn-:l
fresh meats 1o I e s wel
s Monge sind el o o onn

Wo had o roneh log honse blt to shelter
thenn tornding 1o mmke our first_party build
stitable quarters for one refugess, for we might
be compelied to stay there weeks and perhaps
months, though we did not intend to stop but a
day or two. just long enough to let the run-
aways get well rested

1 thought these things over as | moved about
the store that alternoon, anxiously expecting

{

}

of sk ness

111Les

Hannah was a free ne- |

ind dred |

‘s return. 1 very well knew
jave to spend three days, \,n-r- |
haps more, at the rendezvous and then possibly |
keep on with the fugitives, 1 thought it more |
than likely, however, that he would come buck
to the store and stay o rﬂ‘k or =0, and thus |
a1 v the shindow of suspicion
“‘Q'.‘.'nfn".-.:..'..i avd no Wesner- morning. noon
the next duy, 4, 5 # o'vlock-sunset- he did
not come. | closed the store und went home
Next morning. about 7 o'clock, as I was sit«
ting down to my breakfast the door opened
and my absent partner wearing n smile o
vontent add triumph ou his face, walked fnto

the
g I!::‘.:I'f“ wonld breakfast with
you "
A right, =it down

ﬂoormo Wesne
that he might

I thought 1

June [to the wnitr!'\-a),
ot u plate and cup for Mr. Wesner " Jane
5!-;”.- l'o-lulml" | mn'.-(..-..r o a look of ivnrnrr

ALl right 7 osnid he, Csafe and sound will
tell von on the rond. Walls have ears and ears
find tongues  Wo st trist no one now,

Broakfast finished. we monntesd onr horses
and sef ont for the stora  Once clear of the
Louse, Goeorge commenced Well. Hrad, what
do vou think of n?” ,

“How far have you gone. George?

“Into the swamp do you mean?

“Well no not exactly, but let us know how
vou managed. how did vou spirit ten darkies
away from overly's place why were yoil not
discovered?  Give e the whole story 1 have
been in a fever of excitement ever sinee the
newscame.  Why did vounot let me know about

Py

it

Well 1o answer vour last question first,
I didn't want vou to know about it until it was
over, for your face might betray yvou in your
analety to hear from me and ugain, | did not
really know myself that [ should begin as soon
as | did

“I made arrangements with Luoy long ago
to meet her regularly every Thursday night at
a dosorted cornhouse, a short distance from the
NOKIo (uarters

“Sometimes she came and 1 was not there,
but eonerally both of ns managed to ket there
At the samme time Al the sign that either ever
laft that one had waited for the other was the
removal of a small stone from one side of the
building ‘o the other. Thus you perceive
1am an old hand at deception.  [dare not write
to her, &he has written to me, for. while [ conld
reesive hor letters and sha eould mail them,
whoaver heard of a plantation nigeer recelving
letters?

“Last Thursday | was early at the corne
house, Luey was there full of trouble. That
voung devil of Covarly's was expected Lhoma
the next week or sooner, and what should <he

do?  Poor «irl, she eried as though  her
heart would break, I sat there awhile and
thousht; my brain seemed on fire. There

was hut one eonrse to take, ono path to pursie,
For the first time the awfnl responsibility that
1 was tuking forced ft=elf nupon my mind 1
must decide  The morning sun must not shed
its light upon her and she & slave in the power
of Kichard Coverly  Briefly [ unfolded my
dans. In thirty minutes she had wathered
er poor little kit of clothes and called around
her thoae of the =laves whom she could trust,
Giving her directions how to proeeed, left
her, as I had to procure my own disguize

“I had given Luey directions,” he said 5
take the party as far as Keldra's place, and,
if 1 did not avertake them, to turn off at the fork
of the road, go nto the woods and await my
coniing

“My disguise was that of a negro, black as
the blackest My darky idiom s perfect,
and I folt no fear of discovery in that character
When | spoke, old Mose cried out, 'It's a strange
nigger ' .

“I waited 4 minute or two until all was quiet,
There wera four miles to cover, and in less than
three hours it wonld be dayhbreak

“1 slipped off my horse, helped Luey to the
sad e, tucked old Mose's two small ehildren
on behind, and, taking the lead, started off
at n dogtrot Luey came next, while the rest
followed, sometimes running, and then falling
along as thev stumbled over roots and fell into
the ruts of the old bayou road.  Old Mosa
gt have crawled the last mile before we laft
the woods

“Bradley, those were moments of intense anxe
fery Jwas ona public lughway. but seldom used,
it is true, vet some benlghted individual might
come that wav. | started into a sharp run and
kept 4 =hort distanee ahiead of the party, strain-
ing my eves in the vain endeavor to plerce the
condensed darkness, and lListening  for the
slightest indication that wonld give noticeof the
approach of strungers

[ verily belieye every dog in the parish
barked and every mule brayed, for there was
one constunt suceession of barking, howling
and braviow, and 1o add to our peril, besida
the read and not over three rods distant was
the shanty of a free negro, who like moet of
his kind keeps alegion of dogs that, either
hearing or scenting us, cleared their throats and
set up their woltish and unearthly howl

[ knew there was no danger, for noth-
ing save an earthoquake or a chicken-stealing
axpedition will turn a nigger out in the night
Yot I oeogd but feel alarmed at the inferndd
din, especially as we were not above a mile
away from where weleft the road for the swamp
Had any man attempted to stop usit wonld have
cost him hislife

Much to ny relief, we reached the place
withont interruption. and at daybreak wern
a mile from theaold road and ankle deep  in
the waters of the swamp | kept on ahout
a mile, and at =unrise halted on a knoll that
rose a few feet above the waters of the sur-
rounding  country and was comparatively |
dry. Slowly the poor tired creatures came
straggling in and threw themselves at full
length upon the moss and leaves

I dared not build a fire, for the day was
gtill, and the tell-tale <moke might betrav
our whereabouts to eves that 1 well knew must
be wntehing for us ore this but which 1 trusted
1 had thrown off the scent by the ruse of the
mule  stampede, and 1 have since learned
that 1 did

‘1 have forgotten to tell you that T turned
a dozen of the old man's mules loose and sent
them scampering in another direction  just
the apposite of onrs

“In the morning T told my fugitives to take
a bite at their luncheons, and gave each of
themi a good horn of corn whiskey. This
teinperance beverage revived their courage
amazingly )

We rosted here perhaps two or three honrs,
and as the sun gradually mounted higher and
the air grew  warmer the party were
more cheerful, having already begun to build
alr castles as to what they were going to
do in de Norf

Again we started 1 took the lead with
Luev. Next came old Mose  then his wife,
then Bill Tom, Jack and Pharo came next
wlile Lermvel Mason brought up in the rear
The two children were «nrrn-rf in turn by
the men: thev're only little hits=1, 2 and 3
vears old

‘Temuel Mason., as the hovs all eall himn,
fs« a very smart. bright man. a mulatto, he
can read a little. and is goirg to be in great
help in getting the party throngh | have
loft hi in charge of the crowd at our camp

The water in the swarnip i< now about six
inches to a faot in depth with now and then
a hummock where it isquite dry: these Tavoided
as miuch as poseible, for I was careful to leave
no trace or trail for a dog to follow I know
a bloodhound well. No nigger hunter ever
catehes me or mine with one or a dozen

However, to make an end of my story,
we arrived safe and unpursued at our rern-

dezvous about noon, It was slow walking
and tiresome

Brad. vou should have heard their excla-
mations of delight the<ight of the ecabin |
wie had built | ne knew a negro had = |

siippose | kuew - hut

much feeling  that is 1
I never realized the fact beto
. known to them only as a strange
nigeer. and they had o notion in their heads
that | was from the North They could not eon-
corve how [ got there, hut while they felt that 1
wns one of them, they well knew they were
lost without me, so alter dinner when [ eallad
Mason up and put him in charge of the place,
th accepted the ?nsumn without a word.
he disguise of a negro will not do for us
when when we have our convoy in a diffeult
or n dangerous position It does not carry
with 1t that idea of obedience we must exact
of these people to get them through tha perils
of our swamp and night fourneys. T realized
it first, and Luey further told me that to sue-
enod we must don our natural characters, or
at least appear a8 white men
wet 'Lo-mu--l and the other men to work
roofing and fixing the house to make 1t com-

Was

fortable, and Lucy will have general superin-
tendence of the camypy,as they arefused to obeving
her. 1 then told them that a white wan wonld
bia their giide out of the swamp

‘Abont 3 o'elock left, cautioning them |
not to lose <ght of tha camp, to be as quiet |
as possible and keep but little fire at night,
although 1 do not think any person will ever see
or hear them, the place is 8o lonesome
mal

“Ahout nightfall 1 reached the spot whera
1 had left my horse, and after darkness had
tairly set i, issued forth into the read, a white |
man, rode home, went to bed, enloved a few [

s rest and here 1T am, ready for business
you please, we will open the store, and |
procead 10 sell - by dayv. molasses, tea, coffee,
or any other commaodity we have to our friends
and natghbors, while we stenl their niggers
by night.  How's that, my boy, for u tire-eater’”

“Well, Georgr " T sald, “we only have ope
chanee now, and that (s to play the hand ont

‘Yes," cried George, “and no pack to draw
from

‘How long,” 1 inquired, “do vou propose
toleave the tugitives in the swamp?”

“I'hroe weeks at the very shortest | want
the exeitement to subside and the hunt {n this
vicinity over hefore 1 start. Not that 1 think
there 15 a chance of being even remotely sus-
poctsd. 1 oven want to join in the huant, but
1 have sach a hateed of old Coverly (and |
krow hie would sooner draw a bead on me than
a deer) that it miehit look susploions for me to
be hunting up his n'geers, so 1 guess 1 will !
forego that pleasore, bt wonldn't 1 Lke to |
sea the old devil sonirs as he thinksof Lisdo'iars
1N NIKEers, and those niggers in the Swnmp
safe aa the bhank of New Orleans Brad. old
fellow, vaou hind better go 1 can have only the
story second hand. that will be some comfort’

I will dov it ™ roplied |

CHAPTER VI

I sent Coverly word by Hannali's Pete that
I vould come up and ‘oin them  Skew Bill
Snelder was going to try the swamp the next
day and I azreed 1o o and bring Terror ™

“Gio Prad, o, by all means, " sald George,

I went leaving mv companion in the road
about a wble from the store. [ turned to the
right up & road that led out to a small prairie

the spur, reached the
A Tew mmoments

These Loulsiana pralries are generally of
sl extent, perhaps four or ten miles neross,
und usually bordered by w bayou or swamp,
somethimes both, and olften as fertile as the
Garden of Eden, but hall ealtivated

Betore and around me lay thousands of
acres of virgin woil 1 drank in the fresh morn-
g alr as o thirsty man would pure water,
as I sped awny over the billowy earth

Bulwer's “Paul (Hiftord” was uppermost in
1wy thoughts, and 1 iimagined George and my-
self @ brace of modern heroes.  Consclenes
sald, “You roscals, you are only a couple of
nikger steglers!”

{ had ridden perhaps two or three  miles
when | osaw approaching e trom the direc-
ton of what was then called Perry’s Slough
a party ol horesmen Perey's Slough lay
at the left of Coverly's, and the swamp that
the slough ended in was at least sixtesn miles
distant from where George Wesner left the |
road with the fugitives  This swamp was
a kenerad refuge for runnwayvs. and as it led
1o nowhere, when one of the unfortunates got
Into it 1o yse the expressive vernaculur of
Altakapas  he was “there for sure

It wax an tmpossibility for him to escape
upon the bayou, and should he make the at-
tempt by land the negro hunter and his savage
hound soon pulled the poor wreteh down

I stopped my horse and waited the approach
of the party ~ Foremost rode Dick Coverly
1 rode up to him and extended my hand, for
I had no quarrel with him. and did not think
it "’lll!'_\' to plek up Wesner's, even it I 1elt
sonchined  Dick accosted me very pleasantly

“Giood morning, Mr. Bradley

"Good morning, Dick news
the runaways? Are you on the trail*”

“Yes,  they are evidently in Perry’'s swamp

poor fools!™

“What makes vou think so?”

“Well, thut's where they all go. We fol-
lowed the mules and found all of them inside
of three miles from the slough  When they
left the mules they must have taken to the
sWiamp. " .

“What do you propose to do?’

“Leave them there tor o while and they will
be &lud to come out, for it Is not very pleasant
even {or a nigeer to starve, as they wih wirely
do if they stuy there. The worst tronble 1+,
it will put us out this spring, so we shall be
obliged to buy or hire more help. We have
pretty much made nn our minds to buy, then
eatch these and sell them. That will teach
the rest of the boys in this parish a lesson '’

I agreed fully with Dick Coverly in this mat-
ter, coniing to the conclusion that as long as
his money held out to buy negroes, ours would
hold cut to =teal them. 1 rode back to the
store, the hunt being indefinftely postponed.

CHAPTER IX

The winter drageed itself into «pring befora
onr preparations tor thght  ware complete
.“Ilrrl: 14 came slowly along:  for two weeks
the weather had been rainy and fogey, the
dump air from the Gulf deifting in upon us,
varied by an oceasional visit of miasma from
the averflowing swaiups and lagoons of the
mighty waters north.  Our prairie roads were
knee deep with the black mud of southwestern
Louisiana. It was an uncommonly wet and
cold spring for our chimate, where frost is sel-
dom seen

Our fugitives in the swamp we had not seen
sinee George left them: but we rested secure
believing they were safe, for if one had stray
out und been canght, the news would have
flown on the wings of the wind Georee had
Iln[]\h: it confidence In Lemuel Mason, and faith
in Luey's persuasive powers to keep the little
band 1ogether, to say nothing of their own
fears, which were in “n'lll"“\'#ﬂ no inconsid-
erable factor in keeping them quiet

We had kept on selling good< and | had been
doing some survevineg -not a break in our
overy dav hfe  Still we felt that we were living
over a ine liable at any time to explode

George had told the negroes that about the
15th of Mareh he would send a guide to take
them through to the promised land.  To Lucy
he explained everything- that elreunistances
might delav him bevond that date, and to have
no fears if they did Yot he was very anxious
to start, for the swamps were tull and every
littla bavon a river, and boat pavigation was
comparatively easy,

The night of the 15th was dark and rainy,
The clonds were low set in the heavens and
inky black. Now and then a tash of lightning
woild give a il vivid illumination to the
prairie _in front of our store. Nine o'clock
and still the loafers lingered and droned out
the same stale stories that | had heard so many
titnes.  Old Bob Morris would speculate on
what had become of Coverly's nigeers, and
Skew Bill wonld relate with many enbellish-
ments how near he came to catching the whole
of them According to his story, the backs
of the mules were sweaty where the nigeers
had tust left them- jus' laft ‘em, gentlemen,
a8 we came up, lett ‘em and took to the swamp
where no dog conld foller, ‘eanse of the water,
and my dores is ax likely purps as there is in
the Turkev-paw kentry, reinember,

‘Curse them, will they never go,” whispered
George. “Just think, the liar! The nigeers
were fifteen miles away when he found the
mnles "

At length the last man left. Sneider being
the last, as he wanted to get a little tobacco
to be paid for when he caught Coverly 's niggers.
Not being very certain of the securiry, | de-
murred granting his request.  Thereupon Mr,
Sneidar laft, threatening 13 with the loss of
his enstom.  As that eonsieted of about ten
gallon= of rum a vear and a few groceries,
paid tor in venison at abont twice Its worth
delivered when no one else wonld buy, the
threateued calamity did not strike either of
us as much to he feared

“I'hank heaven, the last man {8 gone,” cried
1, "and now for the rendezvonal”

George packed a little valise with a rubber
olaak for Lucy, three or four tin cans of whiskey
the latter article heing reckoned in Louisiana
a necessity second only to a good palr of legs
in traversing the awamp

(T'o be conhinued,)

o of the |>l’llrh~|
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GRFAT SANDSUCKING.

Work of a Government Dredge in Deepening
the Channel of the St, Johns River,
From the Florida Times-I'nion and (Citfizen.

One of the most powerful dredging machines
in this country is deepening the channel of the
&t Johns River. and at the rate it has been
working for the past ten dayve, it would not
take long to have deep water from this eity
to the har. The dredge is the Government
stoam sand-sueker Cape Fear, commanded by
Capt. WA Crawford, and hailing from South-
port, N. €. The amount of work that is being
done by this dredee is remarkable, and it is
g0 mueh more rapid and complete than the

work aceomplished by the old-time steam

shovel that a statement of figures would make |

a person rot acguainted with what it does
scepticnl. but the figures show what is being
done and what can be done by this powertul
plece  of machinery

For the past ten :luﬂn the dredge has been
at worlk on the White Sheil shoal, a streteh of
shadow water covering an immense sand bar
nearly opposite 8t Johns Biuff, and near the
Risters  During the time that work hes been
going on. a streteh of sand 200 feet in length,
100 feet wide and 1 feet deep has been removed
making in aill 2222 eubic feer of sand that has
been sucked up from the bottom of the river
1o make a channel

In order 1o take up this quantity of sand,
powerful engines have been empioyed con-
tinuany during each day.  The sand s sucked
up by }u»wnr generated by two compound en-
gines of 100 horse power each, coming through
two pipes, each ten inches in dinmeter, which
carry it to a compartment tn the forward part
of the dredge capabie of holding 330 cubio
vards, or about 40 tons of sand. This com-
partment is always fliled, either with water or
sand.  As the sand is thrown into 11, the water
rises and goes out through two overlow \»n»m
on either side of the vessel into the river. When
all the water is out the bins are full of sand,
which are then dumped. The dredge is run
to shore, or wherever the dumping ground
may be, and the sand 18 allowed to go througn
the hottom by means of 1wo large gates that
are opened by loosening four largs screws,
one man baving charge of each serew. When
these gutes are opened the sand goes ont of
the bottom and the compartment s immedi-
ately refilled with water, This dumping proc-
ess 1% repeated as often as the compartments
are flled with sand. 1t 15 necessary to have the
bin tilied with either water or sand. in order
to keep the stern from sinking, as all the heavy
machinery is placed aft

The foree with which the sand is sucked up
1% territle; 1t gushes up continually, reminding
one of an enormous bolling  spring, throw-
ing out sand ar.a water.  The machinery used in
the sucking process, s well us the engines that
drive the dredee. are very powerful, but are
packed in a smull space. to give all the room
possible to the placing of sand.  The capacity
for sucking 15 4000 cubie yards o day, and
this can be kept up day and night
necessary.  The tng engines are of 150 horse-
wwer, being of the componnd type, one located
Inr\\.’\r‘d aud the other aft

It 1s interesting to witaess the work of the
dredege, to see the large boat pnush forward,
making her own channel, il up with sand. back
out and go to the dutniping ground.  On account
of the deep draft of the boat, it is impossible
for it to be pushed ahead over the bar on which
work is being done, but backs ont of the channel
it has made, and then, after freeing itself of the
lond of sand. goes back in the =ame channel
and pushes it turther. When the work was
first commenced on the White Shell shoal. it
was i sihle to work on low tide on account
of the shallow water, hut the work that Las bheen
completed hias been done i sueh a satisfactory
wanter that a channel sufflcient 1o allow the
working in low water has been dredged, and
there 1= no delay experienced now The sork
i= being imspected by Capt. James % Wilson
who has charge of the measurements, and super-
intends the n':n‘l-'llu

The Cape Fear was budlt in 1865 by the Hill-
of Philadelphin,

man Company { was con
structed for the »xpress purpose CIOTUNK
the Cape 'sar bar and the Cape ar River
from Southport to Wilington.  When this

work was completed several ionths were spent
deepening Cumberland Sound bar, and from
there this powerful machinery was sept to
Jacksonville to deepen the Si Johns bar and
river.  Tha dredge cost $87.500, and has paid

I and giving my horse the r;l&lud a touch with ’

for herself several timgs. - ~

PAUL ANDTHE PRESTIDIGITATOR

A Stirring Story of Shattered Window Glass
and the Fun a Boy Had Throwing Stones,

Copyright, 1900, by . B. LoomIs.

Paul Whaxter was down by the river pegging |

stones at the windows of theabandoned felt
mill that for nearly a year had stood idle. 1t was
not easy to find even a fragment of glass, as
it had been a favorite mark for hoys ever sinee

‘ Abruham Miltibank failed In business and left

the mill to its tate

Panul walked ull around it and found in an
out of the way coruer a pane that had never
been broken He took good aim ancd fired,
and the musieal sound of shattered glass fell
sweetly upon his ears

While he was wishing that he could find an-
other such dandy target a shabby-looking
man stepped out of the door of the mill and said
to Pan!

“You're a regular boy, aint yer? You love
to hear glass breaking | can give you a lot
of sport at that sort of business

Now, Paul was not mischievous and he didn’t
know whether to go about his business or stay
and talk to the stranger. It was a lonely spot,
and the man was not pleasant-looking. He
had slanting evebrows and keen, deep-set eyes
and his beard came to a queer little point,

“Mow?" asked Paul, deciding to stay for a
minute and talk to the man,

“How'd you like me to enchant a building
here in town, say Deacon Jones's, so that you
could break avery window in the house, and
yet it wouldn't do any harm?”

“That would be bully,” said Paul, laughing
“Whewee, wouldn't I jingle 'em. But Mrs
Jonas is all right, and I wouldn't like to do
anv damage "

“No nead to damage em. I can fix glass
so that you can break it ali to pieces and it
will be restored as soon as you get tired break-
ing it Years ago, when I was vounger, [ was
called Signor Diabolo, tha great magician,
and | travelled with the greatest cirous on
earth.  There is very little | can’t do in the
way of pleasing a boy, and although, of course,
yoit don't believe in fairies, yet if you've ever
saen any eleight-of-hand tricks at the eircus
you know that we prestidigitators can do won-
derful things ”

“Presty what?" asked Paul perplexedly.

“Prestidigitators. It fits the mouth pretty
snug, doesn’t it. It means one who i8 hanay
with his fingers"——

“Oh, vou mean one who can saw and ham-
mer and put things together like our hired
man.’

“Not exactly,” said the man with a queer
laugh. “Tools never ruited me, but [ can pull
a quarter of a dollar out of your cheek as easy

as pie.”  He reached over to Paul as he spoke
and drew a silver quarter from his freckled
cheek.

Paul. who had never seen any sleight of

hand before, was lost in wonder. The man
then took a quarter out of his hair and put
it Into his own pocket. He followed this up
by taking six quarters in succession from Paul's
eyes, ear and chin. always putting each quarter
into his pocket before getting anpther.

Paul. who was a farmer's son, never had
much spending money and he wanted to see
all the quarters together.

“Iet'alook at 'em in a pile,” said he, his eves
dancing with expectation.

Now the tramp had only one quarter and
he simply made believe draw them from the
lad, &0, of conrse, he could not plle up one quar-
ter to look like eight, for he possessed no super-
natural powers at all.

“Didn’t you know. boy.” said he,“that money
made this way will never pile up?”

Panl didn't more than half believe him,
but hie didn't llke to say so, and the tramp
changed the subject by eaying: "Did you
ever hear how the sparrows came to New York?”

“I knew there were lots of them in all hig
citles. bacause brother Bob {s a drummer and
he told me, but [ don't know how they came
to New York "

“Well T put them thera. Would vou like
to know how I did i1, or would vou like to go
and break those windows now?”

Paul was a little doubtful about the wisdom
of breaking Mrs. Jones's windows, but a story
was a atory, 8o he sald: "I guess I'd like the
atory first ™

He glanced at the sun and noticed that {t
was pretty low in the west, and he knew that
he oueht to be on his way after the cows, but
how the sparrows came to New York sounded
too tempting to leave for cowe

“Well, I introduced "em into all the big cities
in one season. the first time that Farnum's
great circus took to the rallroads. You sea
New York was birdless, and the city peeple
got homesick for the little fallows Most
of 'emn had been horn in the eountry and had
heen wakened by bird songs, and thev missed
the lack of them in the city, Well, I had just
ecome from Fngland with two FEnglish spar-
rows for company. Most of these magicians
pull rahbits out of hats, and I thought that

it 1 could kill two birds with one stone”- <=

“Meaning the sparrows,” said Paul, with
an odd expression around the corners of his
mouth

You're all right  No, not the sparrows,
but 1 thought that if while doing my tricks |
could introduce the sparrows Into New York
1'd be dying the people a servicn.  So the night
of the first performance I began by pullin
money out of the clown's ear the way I di
with vou, and then 1 told ‘em [ was going to
wake ‘om a present of some birds, as [ raw the
city was birdless.  With that [ pulled out two
birds from my sleeve and two more from
my shoe, and then half a dozen from the clown's
cap. and then, as the audience wus charmed
at the flock of little birds which flew ‘round
and ‘round the ring exactly as if they were
rncing, 1 began to do it by wholesale, and pulled
out n hundred at a time.”

“How'd vou do it?" asked Paul, for with all
his acnuteness he was a simuple lad, and he be-
lisved every word that the tramp «ald, and the
tramp <eeing it went on with enthusiasm

“How'd I do it? Why, 1 can't explaln it,
I seemed to have the power that night. Tried
to neat day, but the power was gone. That's
been the trouble with me always. Somae
davs 1 ean't fm a single cont out of people
und then [ go hungry, and then again [ can ull
quarters out by the dozen, the way I've done
with you. They'll see ma through to-morrow,
and ' sure I'm ohl‘n{:o-d to you.”

Paul quite swelled up with gratification
that he had helped this remarkable man, al-
though, as a matter of fact, he had not done
u single thing for the tramp.

“Well, go on,” sald the Loy uneasily, for he
noticed Vﬁul the sun was beginning to color
the clonds, and he knew when that luminary
took out his paints it was because he wanted
to amuse himself before going to bed, andait
mist be time to get those cows.  But the man
was so wonderful that he walted a little longer

“Well, the audience went wild and kept cry-
ing, ‘More!" ‘More!" and at last the sawdist
wis completely coverad with chirplng spar-
rows  Then I cllimbed us A rope to the top
of the tent, and with my knlfe T cut a hole in
the canvas, and 1 sald to  the birds, ‘Go up
throngh the tent and live in New York ' ,\n.t,
sir, It was the prettiest gight vou ever saw
Those bhirds tlew one by one out of the hole
in the teut and the next day there were spar-
rows all over the city, and they've been in-
creasing ever sinee "

My Iid the .«o‘»ln thank vou?"

‘At flrst the Jm wt when they found that
nstend of singing, the birds set a bad example
to children by quarrelling,\they asked me to
take ‘vmaway, but I couldn’t do that and they 're
there 1o stay "

“That was a bully story
ran for the cows"

“Well, one minute, sald the tramp as he
rose from the 1o “I'd ke to show vou that
trick about breaking the lmm-s of glass

The Jones's gardener had set the dog on him
that atternoon because L= was impudent, and
he wanted to make & teol of Paul in revenging
hinself

‘Come along after the cows with me |
ean't wait,” said Paul, and the tramp strode
along by his =ide

You're sure it wouldn't damnge the glass
it 1 broke it?" nsked Paul You see, Mrs
Jones is all right, and when I liad the measles
whe brought me n bag of marbles

“My hoy, do d look lke o man who would
ininre Mrs, Jones's punes”  As £oon as von
stop thueing stones the pones will all come
hael 'l tell you what,  You come with e
to-night and try just one for luck By the
way., why do yon carry i looas that way
on your hat brim? It isn't aate ©  As he spoke
he handed a dime to Paul, which he had picked
off his hat  Paul's mouth opened so wide
that hig laws eracked, and the tramp yawned at
the sight ,

"“eﬂ. you're & wonder. I hadn’t a cent.

But I've got to

COWS  Now

“I thought that 10 cents would fix him
I call myvself a pretty slick one,
to himself after Paul had disappeared in the
twilight.  “He'll have the thne of his Hife and
Ul et square with that gardener for settin’
the (1: g onme | owish I was a elazier and 1'd
reap a harvest to-morrow, bat 'l get stougn
RPOrt out of it to pay me "

At 5 o'clock to the minute Paul met him in
front of the church  Deacon Jones's house stood

It was as dark as n pocket

CUHello, " soid the tramp. “Where ure they?
Not gone to bed at this tane of night

“There's a donmtion party ot the Goddard '«
and | guess they've gone to it Pretty much
every bodr in the neighborhood will be there
Oh, 1 wish I'd brought Jack Gorduer with me
He loves to hreak gloss as mueh as 1 do Bot

Hre yvou sure thint vou can lVl"“'l ""'I'
‘Sure’  Aren't there sparrows in New York?
And were they alwavs thers? L' o proper

muiclun oll right.  Here's 10 conts 1l
on your shoulder Rad ploce for in"

Pavl might have known that 1t was the spine
10 conts that the tramp had given him in the
nfternoon, but he was not suspicions, and this
finel proof of the man's power decided Jiin
“1 brought a bag of stones," said he
begin with the hay window

He was a good shot, and so was the tramp
The latter picked up stones frons the road and
every tiine either one fired there was o delighi tal
crush of gluss and a window showed 1 gaping
wound

“H dsn't it fun®” <ald innoeent Paal when
the biggest pune in the bay window fell in with
a tremendons crash. I never had o much
fun in my life.’

But an instant Inter, the house, which wus
lghted by eleciricity, flashed into brillianee
from bhasement to attic. Deacon Jones, who
had not gone 1o the party, hut who had retired
early, had been awakenod by the musienl glagses
and realizing that it was a coneert that would
cost b o pretty penny i Le didn't <top i1 at
onee, he lghted up, jumped into bis hoots and
groat cont and !‘H~{u‘d ont on the frront tiazza

Piuul, «tll Taughing, went up to tell him of
the stranger's miraculous power, calling to the
trump to follow him, but that gentleman, scent-
tng danger, took to his heels, and he hasy't been
8Oen sihee,

Sl full of the exciternent of the thing, Paul
drew another stone out of his bag, but before he
conld fire it the dencon had him by the coat collar
and was <linking him as a 1errier does a rat

“Wihnt doyon meanby breaking my windows?'
eaid hie, when he had tired of agitating the
frightened Panl

“Signor Dinbolo told me that they would be
replaced,” said Paul, his teeth chattering from
fright

“Of course, they'll be replaced. but it will
cost youa pretty penny If you worked for me a
vear yvou wouldn't earn enough to pay for them

Panl peered through the darkness for his
friend, and it finally dawned upon hit that he
had been sadlv fooled. Being a manly little
fellow, he told the deacon the whole s«tory, and
{vrunu-n-d topay for the glius< if it took two years
Mre. Jdones had meantime come downstairs,
and she said in her pleasant way, “I'm sure
Panl meant no harm.  He isn't mischievous
He'slearned that tramps aren’t good compan=
lons, and I gness he'll liate 1o hear the sound
of broken glass for the rest of his life ©

But in this Mrs Jones was mistaken,  Al-
thongh Puul was very sorry he had cansed
such havoe in the deacon's glass, still to thia
day he remembears with jov the erash of that
big pane when the stone splinterad it

Wis

JOFE GREEN OF WOODRBURY.

Why He Has Stopped Smashing the Windows
of His Own Hoouse,

Woonsrry, N. J., April 25.--Joe Gireen (s one
of the wealthiost and moet popular citizens of
Woodbury, N J , which town Lis father, . M
(ireen, started on the way to prosperity, and
whose citizens he employed and enriched in the
factory where he manufactured his remedies
for all the ills that flesh is heir to.  Not-
withstanding the power of his compounds
to cure he went the way of all flesh about
twenty vears ago and lefr, in addition to a
fortune of something more than $1,000,000,
three children, two sons and a daughter  One
of these sons, the Colonel, was willing to accept
the burden of managing the dollars as well as
the business, and Joe, who was a happy, chatty,
easy-going fellow, fondof fishing and gunning,
of dogs and horses, and other things that work
would interfore with, was suited when the
Colonel agreed to take charge ol the business,
manage the funds, and sea that Joe got all that
was legally due him.

The will of the old gentleman directed thata
handsome house at Broad and German streets,
which he had built at a cost of $40,000, should go
toJoe. The house is in the heart of the town,
and is surrounded by other houses. While Joa
enjoyed the thought that it was his, he had no
intention of living init. Instead he had built a
comniodions wood boathouse on the banks of
Wondbury Creek, a stream about fifty vards
wide, and varving in depth from three inches
to tive feat, and there he lived with his dogs

Three vears ago Joe's sister, after mueh per-
suasion, suceeeded in getting permission from
Joe tolive In the mansion which had for a long
t'me been standing idle She had baen in it
two yenrs and was well settled when Joe went
up to Philadelphia He retirned with a pretty
little woman  his wife  He did not take her to
the mansion, but to the hoathouse, and there
they remained for some months without any
of the members of Joo's family ealling on them
The littde wite did not relish this neglect very
much and o finally she suggestad to Joe that
he should get possession of Lis house and that
they ghould live there

“Ginod idea, ' said Joa *“'T'll go u{\ and tell my
sister to et ont  And he accordingly ealled
on the sister, Mrs Lupton, and told her that he
wanted her to vacate She yprotested and

arleyed, but Joe wasinsistent.  Finally she re-

nused to @o  Joe lost his temper and, as he was

leaving the house, he nouced a large stona
Iving in the street There area great many
plate glass windowe in the house Joe walked
up to the parior window and sent the stone
crashing through The tinkle of the glass and
tha suprise of the persons who had seen the
net, as well as the consternation of his sister
and her indignant protests, pleasad Joe, and ha
hurled a few more stones through the win-
dows

The town watchman came up finally and

leaded with Joe to stop, but did not arrest

iim, for the reason that he knew the house be-

Jonged to him, and sympathised with him, par-
ticularly when Joe said. “"Get the — -<out of
here, It's my house and I can break the glass
if 1 choose, aud, besides that, if you interfere
withme I'll have vou fired.”" Joe'sisa potent
voiee in politics, and the threat, if not the jus-
tice of his position, pravented further inter-
ference  Finally he wearied of the sport and
went back and reported to his wife

Since that day at intervals of about two
weeks a familar ery is, “Joe's at it again,” and
the crowd eollects fo wateh him demolish glass.
Abhout six months ago the downatalra windows
were boarded up. and since that he has had to
g»t smaller stones from a distance to carry on

i bombardment .

This week the case assumed a different phase
Joe's wife wearied of the failure of the window-
smashing scheme and advised Joe to consult a
lawyver This he did, and he was advised 1o
enter the house and remain there until the
courts decided to give him possession through
ojectment proceedings  On Monday heentered
by the rear door, and, to the disgust of his sister
and members of her family, ~m:' His wife,
however, rafused to be a party to the plan ad-
vised by the attorney, and last night she called
for him and persuaded him to go back to the
boathouse with her. Before going he warned
Mrs Lupton that®she would have to vacate, and
the warning was given in such a way that she
belleves that Joe rieant it. Her attorney said
to-dav that she would ba out by Junel, and
this is agreeable to Joe

NEW MAP OF TANGANYIRA.

The Lake Fxcept the Southern Fnd Farther
West Than the Maps Have Shown,

Mr Maleolm Fergussan, the topographer of
the Moore expedition which i< exploring Lake
Tanganyika in all its aspects, sends word to
the Roval Geographieal Society of London that
the survey of the luke has deteripined the geo-
graphical position of a large number of pluces,
and proved that the longitudes previousis
computed are erroneons, and that most of 1=
lake lies about thirty miles west of the position
hitherto shown on the maps  He adds that the
earlier mapping of the coast lines s compara-
tively nceurute so that the shape of the lake
on the new map will not differ mueh from the
older maps. The new map will give the lake
a more northenst and southwest direction

The world hns for years heen using the map
which Missionary Hore made of Liake T
ganvika during his boat journey of 1,000 niles
around its coast< Mr Forgusson paysa high
compliment tothe faithfulness with whiehi Capt
Hore performed his arduous when |}
wava that Hore placed the towns correctly
the eoasts and that few changes need be m
in his ontline of the lake  The Moore exp
tion has the best instrumental applanees
computing longitudes,and as Capt. hore bie
these 1 18 not strange that in point of longi-
tide his map has been fonnd to be defective
It ix for easier to comnpite lattades and in this
respert his map appears 1o be comparatively
ACTNT e
For tifteen years the Hore man of this great
Inke has been used in every atlns of Africa
hut it hasat last et the fate that veanlly over
takes the early surveys of every region It
answered 1ts purpose well until finally sup
planted by more acenrate map ping,the natural
restlt of better instruments and more  scien-
tifle methods

rask

Not Afrald to Ask
From Brookiyn 1.ife.
“If your hushand were to die, would vou
pru‘y for him?'* ‘ ,
“Of conrse, but at the same tune I'd pray for
another,”

a7, § il mest you fo-night at the Bapter | CHURCH  AGAINST
Now, ' - o

"siid the tramp | TRE BISHOP OF NESQUALLY'S sUIT
[ L AGAINST UNCLE SAN'S
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STATE.

SOLDIERS,

He Sued for Al of Fort Vancouver, Hecanse
There Had Been a Mission Chanel on the
Government Reservation Courts Sald No,

The histoary of the cufons case in which &

L dioceo of the Roman Catholie Chureh fousht

tHtle to

abhont

lands as aralnst the United States,

which correspondents have latoly eye
changed guery and answer, i Lete et forth,
abbreviced from the report of it in 158 United
Ntates Report -

The ground of the case i« to hw found in an

L ACtof Congress passed more than fifty vears

“let's )

ao b Section 1ol the Aet of Ang. 14, 1548,
etablbishing the Territorial government of Oree
gon s the following proviso: “Provided alse,
that the title 1o the land, not excoeding 040
HO HOW oceupied  @s midssionary  stations
umong the Indian tribe< in said  Territory,
together with the improvements thereon, be
confirmed and e tablished  in  the religions
societies o which the missionary stations res
spectively belong
organized included all of
that region woe-t of the Rocky Mountains anae
north of the 42d degree of north latitude, part
of which became afterward the Territory and
later the State of Washungton

In Febraarv, 1887, the Catholie Bishop of
Ne<aqually commenced a =it in the Districg
Conrt of the Second Judicial district of Washe
imgton Territory against John Gibbon, 1. M.
Anderson and T Yeatman, alleging that
nnder the foregoing proviso he was entitled
toon tract of M0 acres at and adjacent to
the present town of Vancouver, 430 acres of
which were in the occupaney of the defend-

ants as ofMeers and «oldiers of the 1 nited
Stares, who held the sume a= o military rese
ervition. John Gibbon was  Gen Gibbon,
'S A commanding the Department of thet oe

tregon as then

lutmbiia: TN Anderson was Colonel of the
Fourteenth Infantry, and B T Yeatman was
Lientenant ard Quartermaster of the same

regiment  The fort wias within Gen Gibbon's

department, (ol Anderson was post  com=
mander and Mr Yeatman was in charge
of the post bulldings ax  Quartermaster,
I'he prayer was ftor an injuncion, a dee

cree of title and o surrender of  possession,
The United Statos entered o defence. While
the case was pending in the Territorial courts,
Washington was admitted as a State and the
ci=e wis thereupon transterred to the Cire
it Conrt of the United States tor the Districs
of Washington. In that court, upon plead-
ings and proof, a decree was entered in tavor
of the defendant< dismnis~ing the bill.  Fren
that decree the Bishop of Nesqually appeale
1o the | nited States Supreme Conrt

The case was argued on April # and 10 1805,
and the decision was (l.-u\o»rml'h\-.ln-m o Brewer
on May 6, 1505 The decree of the Circui
Court was afMirmed

In his statement of the facts in the ecase the
Justice made public some interesting early
hi<tory of the region including and adjoining the
lands in question. Some years previous 1o
1838 he <aid the Hudson Bav Company had
e-tablished a trading post at Vancouver. This
wis done under the assumption that it was
within the British possessjons,  In and about
this post were gathered a number of the eme
plovees of the company, Many of these ene

Jlovees were Catholios, On Nov, 24, 18IS,
the Kev. Franeis Norbert Blanchet and the
Hev, Maodeste Demers  arrived as missfonari

Their letter of instructions from the Bishop of
Quehec said
~ UThe territory partienlar!ly assigned to them
is that comprised hetween the Rocky Moune
tains at the eact, the Pacific Ocean at the west,
the Rursian possession at the north and the
torritory of the United States at the south,
It is only in that extent of territory that they
will establish missions, and it s particularly
recommended to them not to form any estabe
Lishment on the Jands the possession  whereof
is contested hy the | nited States ™

Father Blanchet was still living when this
case was< commenced, and was then Arch-
bishop of Oregon City. He testitied in the
case that with lis associaters he established
a Catholic mission station At \Vancouver, as
well ax at two or three other places in Ore-
gon, that from 1838 to 1844, in which year he
went to Furope, religious services were held
at Vanconver in an oid store inside the picketa;
that thestore was used only for religlous services
and missionary labors, and that a piece of
land, including the site of the Catholic Chureh
there in 1887, was given to him by James Doug=
las, chief factor of the commpany, for a church
site.  He also testited that he had bought
from one of the company's servants for mis-
sion purposes, that the missfon was still going
on when he returned froni gurope, and thas
he then as Bishop appointed a priest to take
charge of it. It was in existence on Aug,
14. 1845, the day of the slgning of the act of
Congress above referred 1o, ﬂm the priests
of the mission pald no board to the Hudeon
Bay Company, they lived inside the pickets,
pard nothing for the land granted and their
only right and title to the land In their pose
sossjion was the consent or permission of Mr,
Douglas

Under the treaty of June 15, 1848, hetwee
the Governments of the 1United States an
Great Britain: it was provided

The possessory rights of the Hudson's Bay
Company and of all British subjects who may
be in the possassion of land or other property
lawfully acquired within the sald territory
shall be respected ™

In May. 1840, Major Hathaway of the United
States Army with a company of soldiers are
rived at Vancouver and rented from the Hude
fon Bay Company buildings for quarters for
his troons. and with the consent of the come
any established a camp upon the land later
n dispute  In Octoher 1850, Col. Loring, come
manding the United States troops at that place,
issuad a proelamation orpn!an a nilitary
reservation four miles square with definite
boundaries and including this land.  On Dee,
S, 1854, Col. Bonneville, commanding officer
at Vancouver, reduced the area of the reservae
tion to 840 acras, caused tha same to be sure
veyed and new boundaries marked. At the
came time tha bufldings and improvements
on the reservation, including the Catholie
Chureh, were appraised by a board of military
ofMicers.  On May 18, 1853, the Catholie Bishop
of Nesqually laid ¢laim to the land by filin,
a_ notice thereof with the Survevor (enera
of Oregon Territory. Thia application was
followed up by proceadings in the Land Depart-
ment, which resulted in a fInal decision by
the Secretary of the Interior on March 11,
1872, sustaining the claim of the plaintiff to
a small tract. less than half an arre. on which
the church building stood, but denying it as
to the rast, On Jan. 15, 1878 the President
approved a final survey and Flnn of the milie
tary reservation, confirmed the previous ace
tion of the War Department, and declared
the reservation to be duly set apart for mili-
tary purposes

Meanwhile an July 1. 1862, a treaty between
the 1 nited State< and Great Britain, whereby
it was agreed to be des<irable that all questiens
with respect to possessary rights of the Hudson
Bay and Puget Sovnd Agricultural Companies
or of any other RBritish subjects in Oregon
and Washington Territory should be -ettled
by the transfer of such rights for an adequate
money consideration to the Government of
the U'nited States A commission appointed
aceordingly awarded 8850000 in full eatis-
faction of all such claims mada. It did not
a »wnrﬂ'hat any claim was then made by the
pianti

Theo Justiea pointed out that the Aet of 1848
did not grant to the mission 640 acres, but
tract not exceeding o40 acres and occupie
at the Hme of the paccage of tle act mise
wionary stations, All that this could refer
to, he declared, was the actual church site,
for the Hud<on Bav Company was in porsese
sion long before the ecoming of the two mise
sfonaries, and did not vacate and surrendep
ita own posses«ion. except perhaps to the exe
tent of the actunl ehureh <ite when it granted
wrmission to biild a chureh on its grounds,
{o likened the clatm befors him to a claim
to the whole eity of Washington. which might
bhe <ot up by a mission acguiring utie to a los
there ard erecting on it a buiiding

Preserving the Peace,
From the Washington Evening Star.

The woman rushed up to tha policeman
eniovni his otium cum dignitate on the street
corner

‘Say." she exclaimed impulsively, as women
sometimes do, "I want yon to come around
to our house quick ’

“What's the matter?” inquired the policeman
with provoking imperturtability

It's m* husband.”

“What 1 he dolne?’

He's drunk again

‘Well, what is he doing? €mashing the fure
niture?’
she looked at the guardian of the peace

seornfully
No, he aint,” she said,
flas he swung an axe?®
“OF cour=e nok”
“Nor pulled o gun?” .
\.

1= he clnwing the rag®”
YL WS 0N MOore nervous every

asked the

p < st sitting there in the Kitchen *
Is he doitige any harn
‘He dasnt
I'hen what do von want me to go there forf®
“T'or nrrest him
What tor?
Vo preseryve (he peace
Wt you sav heisn't disturhing it
“He aint e snapped. with a throst of
heor taw forward “hut i he sets around that
kitehen much longer in vy way 'l be digturbe
ing it and when | get through with him, Mr,
Policeran, you'll have to come after him with
an ambulance, Do you understands”

creating a dicturbanee?’

b




